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Demographics (2021)
Population 6,060

Median Household Income $85,313

Age 19% under 18    |    51.7% 18-64    |    29.3% 65 and over

Sex 53% female, 47% male

Travel time to work 28.8 minutes

Education 96.3% high school grad or higher    |    34.3% bachelor's degree or higher

Poverty 9.2% persons below poverty line

Units and Occupancy 80% of housing units owner occupied    |    20% of units renter occupied 

Link to census data

https://censusreporter.org/profiles/06000US1500192520-north-kohala-ccd-hawaii-county-hi/


North Kohala Community Assessment

We had 100 people from the community fill out our survey.

Data collection took place at the Kohala senior citizens meeting, 
our ʻohana fun day health fair, and the Kohala night market. 

Top 3 identified threats and hazards:
1. Substance Abuse
2. Basic Needs
3. Self Harm & Suicide

Survey results reinforced what the community already knew. 







Substance Abuse
We are a small tight knit community and what we see everyday was enforced by the assessment. 

1. Person unable to function normally and wonders street.
2. Person has family, but family has kicked them out because they can no longer take care of them.
3. Person unable to hold a job to support family.
4. Family broken apart because they are  no longer able to live together.

Action: 
○ KRH to encourage events providing opportunity for BISAC to be  present.

○ BISAC Community Assessment- Q2
○ Food drive - Done 2022
○ Back to school drive -Done 2022

KRH to promote resources on social media, newsletter, flyers, monthly night market booth. 
○ KRH to host and promote educational classes in partnership with BISAC and other groups that work with substance use 

and prevention.
○ Naloxone training- Done 2022
○ Suicide Prevention-Done 2022



○ Quarterly meeting with BISAC to find out goals and progress for Kohala- Q2-Q4
○ BISAC to continue work with Kohala Middle & Kohala High School - Q2-Q4

Self Harm/Suicide
1.  Parents don’t know how to deal with teens self harm.
2.  We have lost many young adult males to suicide.

Action:
○ KRH team to participate in MHFA online training - Q1
○ Certify KRH team member as a MHFA instructor - Q3
○ Host live MHFA training - Q4
○ Promote MHFA online training within Kohala community - Q4
○ Host community run/walk & ho’olaule’a to raise awareness around mental health, suicide, self-harm prevention. Q3 



Action:
○ Help recruit CERT members for a goal of 20 members. Q1-Q3
○ Help CERT update inventory. Q2
○ AED/CPR hands on instructor from Kohala - Q1

a. AED/CPR hands on instructor start teaching- Q2
b. Sally Kaufman took the training and is a RN at Kohala High School and has started teaching 

students. Q2
○ First Aid/CPR instructors from Kohala-Q2

a. Instructors available to start teaching.-Q3
○ Have quarterly meetings with CERT. Q1-Q4
○ Have a communication network list with community members in leadership Q2
○ Work on mapping. Q1-Q4
○ Ham radio classes to take test. Q1-Q2





Food
1.  Lack of food

Action:
● Communicate & share resources about food distributions 

○ Kohala Cares weekly food drive - Q1 - Q4
○ Sacred Heart food pantry-Q1 -  Q4
○ Little free food pantry - Hawi, Kapaau - Q1 -  Q4
○ St. Augustine’s monthly community meal. Q2 - Q4
○ Connect with CDP ag subcommittee to learn about food sustainability. Q1 - Q4
○ Kahua Pa’a Mua teaches families to grow and raise their own food.

Housing
1.  No house available for rental
2. People unable to purchase their own house

Action:
● Connect with project Kohala Affordable Housing. Q1 - Q4
● Kohala Affordable Housing to have a booth at Kohala Night Market. Q2 - Q3
● Financial Literacy Support. Q2 -  Q4
● Vibrant Hawaii Social Service Navigator training.  Q3









Safety
1.  House burglary
2. Disaster preparedness
3. Kupuna Care awareness

Action:
● Connect with neighborhood watch-Q2
● Connect with Community Officer- Q1 -  Q4
● CERT certified- Q1 - Q3
● Location of Kupuna that need assistance- Q3
● Provide First Aid/CPR instructor training-Q2

Transportation
1. No vehicle
2. Vehicles for emergency situation.

Action:
● Have a list of vehicles for emergency situation - Q1, Q2
● List of  bus schedule, taxi-Q2



Water
1.  Water available for farmers and ranchers.

Action:
○ Connect  with CDP Advisory Group subcommittee Utilities - Q2
○ Connect with CDP Advisory Group subcommittee Agriculture-Q1 - Q4

Utilities
1. Unable to pay utilities bills
2. Where to find assistance.

Action:
○ Participate in Vibrant Hawaii Social Navigator class-Q3
○ Share information for  resources in newsletter, facebook, website. Q2 - Q4
○ Connect with HELCO  & Dept. of Water to receive updates-Q2












